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   Welcome to Kid’s Club at the Walnut Avenue Women’s Center!

________________________________________________________________________________________
Kid’s Club is a childcare program offered to the children of Participants of Walnut Avenue Women’s Center (WAWC) during support groups and one-on-one peer counseling appointments. There is no fee for Kid’s Club. Kid’s Club is staffed by child advocate interns, who have completed training and have passed a TB test and a criminal background check. The following information is provided to support you and your child while at WAWC.

Times for Kid’s Club
· Tuesday DV Lunch Group & Thursday Seeking Safety Group Kid’s Club is provided from 12:00 --1:00 pm, during support group time.  You may sign your child in at 11:50 and must pick them up no later than 1:10 pm.

· Kid’s Club for Thursday Night Groups is provided from 6:30 -- 8:00 pm, during the support group time.  You may sign your child in at 6:25pm and must pick them up no later than 8:05 pm.
· Kid’s Club is provided during one-on-one peer counseling on Tuesday & Thursday or as needed based upon the availability of a Child Advocate.  WAWC will do it’s best to have a Child Advocate available.  It is helpful to staff if you can please inform the Advocate that you would like child care at the time you make an appointment.
Arrival & Departure
· Only the children of participants attending WAWC DV Services, one-on-one counseling and/or support groups can to attend Kid’s Club. Our goal is to have a comfortable child/Child Advocate ratio. Please do not bring relatives to Kid’s Club.
· It is the parent/guardian’s responsibility to check in with the Child Advocates when they sign their child in and out of Kid’s Club. 

· Staff will not allow your child to leave with anyone other than you. In case of emergency, a person authorized by you in writing will be notified to get your child/ren.

· You must stay on WAWC premises at all times while your child is in Kid’s Club. We must be able to reach you at all times in one-on-one sessions or in group (by contacting the support group facilitator), to assist your child if necessary.

Health & Safety
· The safety and well being of the children is most important. Children are supported to resolve conflict peacefully.  Parents will be notified if a child’s behavior is disrupting the group. 

· Children are more comfortable when their bellies are full so please make sure they have had a meal or snack prior to bringing them to Kid’s Club. Please do not bring personal food to Kid’s Club.
· Some snacks are available to children while they are in Kid’s Club on Thursday nights. Please let us know if your child has allergies or special dietary needs.

· If your child is sick, please keep them home.  These following symptoms are signs that children are sick and may be contagious to others: fever, severe diarrhea, unexplained rash, vomiting, pinkeye or eye drainage, chickenpox, sore throat or loss of voice, hacking or continuous cough, yellow or green runny nose. 
Health & Safety Continued

· Although supervision is constantly given, we cannot be by the child’s side at all times to prevent falls, tripping, bumps, etc.  If the child is injured in a non-life threatening way, we will assess the child and provide first aid.  In the event of a serious injury, you will be notified immediately and necessary steps will be taken to obtain medical aid. 

· To protect your child’s safety, it is our policy to request parent assistance in diaper changing and using the bathroom.  We will escort children to the bathroom, but they must be able to use the bathroom on their own.  If they are unable to do so, we will get you from the group/counseling session to assist your child. Please change diapers or take your child to the restroom before group starts.

· We will make every effort to assist your child to adjust to the environment of Kid’s Club.  If your child is struggling and we cannot console them, we will get you from group/counseling session to assist in meeting their needs.

Personal Belongings
· Please leave (valuable) property at home.

· WAWC is not responsible for lost or damaged items that are brought to Kid’s Club.

Tips for Bringing Children to Kid’s Club
· Practice being apart from each other: You will see that your child can manage without you and it will teach your child that you will always return. 

· Introduce a new caregiver or Kid’s Club space ahead of time: The first time at Kid’s Club can be stressful.  If possible, arrive early the first time you come to drop-in group, or to a session, so that your child has time to meet the caregiver and get used to the space.  Plan to stay for awhile, if needed, to allow the child time to adjust.

· Don’t feel guilty about leaving: You can feel good knowing that your child loves you unconditionally and doesn’t want to be away from you, but you need time for yourself. Your child will grow to understand this. 

· Don’t come back into a room once you have left, unless a Child Advocate comes to get you. This can give your child false expectations and teaches her that crying really does bring you back. 

· Don’t try to sneak away while your child isn’t looking: While it may be easier for you, it can actually cause more stress in your child, so say a quick, loving goodbye and reassure her that you will see her later. 

· Make a routine: Children work well with rhythm, so develop a pattern of reassuring goodbyes and happy returns. Try a special goodbye like a handshake or silly tickle that you repeat every day to make your child more comfortable.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding the policies of Kid’s Club at WAWC,

please contact the Kid’s Club Coordinator/Site Supervisor Ruth at 426-3062X219. Thank you!
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